WIN
A STAY AT
THE SIX
SENSES
ZIGHY BAY
OMAN

INDIAN EDITION

THE LAST WORD IN TRAVEL
AUG-SEPT 2015 | 150

BEST OF ASIA
BALI, THAILAND, TOKYO Eat, drink and get some sun

SURF’S UP!
A cool new wave
is sweeping across
India’s coast

OFF TO
COLLEGE?

Settling into London,
Boston, LA, Perth, Milan

HAVE AN
ADVENTURE
Argentina calling

ISTANBUL SHOPPING

WATCH GUIDE

TIRUPATI HOTELS
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BALI
at its
FINEST
Some say that the island is overcooked, a paradise that has lost its way.
But really, it has just evolved, transforming from a low-key hippy
haven to a soulful big hitter, where you can stay smart, but still
Luli Orchard gives you the inside track
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B

ali has been
abuzz for a
while. This is
where Charlie
Chaplin came
to party with
Noël Coward, after all. But now
more so than ever, and in a
completely different way. You can
see it from one end of the island
to the other, though nowhere
more so than in Seminyak, on
the coast to the west of the
capital, where the hotel, bar and
shopping scene has gone from
simmering to stratospheric.
Despite the grumbles about
over-development, Bali
continues to have huge appeal,
especially for creative people
on a mission to opt out of the
rat race. The government is now
putting greater emphasis on the
environment by implementing
building rules, and areas such

as the laid-back town of Ubud
have proved that sustainability
and economic growth can go
hand-in-hand. Elsewhere, several
big hotel brands have set up
spectacular sandcastles. With so
much going on, it can get a bit
confusing. Here’s how not to miss
the finest offerings in paradise.

BEST SECRET RETREAT

Puri Ganesha (www.puriganesha.
com; doubles from IDR88,84,700
or 43,000) is a laid-back
hideaway on the northwestern
coast. The villas have a rustic
charm, while the small spa offers
great Balinese massages. Owner
Diana von Cranach creates food
using local ingredients, enhanced
with her own expertise in raw
food. The menu changes every
day, but one of the signature
dishes is tempeh (a soy product)
marinated in coriander seed,

Clockwise from
right: stir-fried
seafood at
the COMO
Shambhala
Estate; the
infinity pool at
Alila in Uluwatu;
Waroeng Tugu;
the W Retreat &
Spa Bali.
Previous pages,
from left: a
fisherman at sea;
tropical plant
leaves

garlic, onion, turmeric and
Javanese mountain honey, topped
with prawns and ginger flower,
tomato, shallots and lemon basil.
Diana also arranges activities
through her tour company,
Well-KeptSecrets (www.
well-keptsecrets.info)—visits to
hidden beaches and restaurants,
private picnics, whatever you
might fancy.
There’s the Fairmont (www.
fairmont.com; doubles from
IDR46,80,270 or 22,450) in
Sanur. Alila has a property in
Uluwatu (www.alilahotels.com;
doubles from IDR11,767,845
or 56,580) and will open in
Seminyak soon. There’s a RitzCarlton in Nusa Dua, with
a Reserve property in Ubud
coming up (www.ritzcarlton.
com; doubles from IDR50,67,490
or 24,370). The Four Seasons
Resort Bali at Sayan (www.
fourseasons.com; doubles from
IDR68,22,900 or 32,790) has
been given an eco-sensitive
makeover; the various Amans
(www.amanresorts.com; doubles
from IDR10,630,000 or 51,170)
remain standard-bearers. The
COMO Shambhala Estate (www.
comohotels.com; doubles from
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BEST CHAIN HOTELS

IDR1,19,58,300 or 57,500) sits
pretty, high above the Ayung
Gorge, as does the clifftop
Bulgari (www.bulgarihotels.com;
doubles from IDR1,59,50,400 or
76,700), which looms above the
Indian Ocean.

BEST FINGER FOOD
There’s no need for cutlery at
Waroeng Tugu, a stylishly rustic
private kitchen in Hotel Tugu
Bali, that serves up dishes like
chicken marinated in coconut
milk, steamed fish in banana
leaves or stewed bamboo shoots
and tofu. You can even learn how
to cook Javanese and Balinese
cuisine based on the chef’s
grandmother’s recipes. (www.
tuguhotels.com)

BEST POLE DANCING

Luna2 studiotel, a hotel-studio
hybrid in Seminyak, has a groovy

bar called Pop, featuring a pole
for dancing and a peephole
window looking onto the pool.
There’s an underground cinema
where a waitress dressed like a
flight attendant will serve you
a Smoked Negroni, stirred and
smoked in oak and orange peel.
Try the tournedos Rossini with
wagyu beef, foie gras, black truffle
and Madeira jus at the restaurant,
Orbit. The hotel exceeds all
expectations—not even the
Aman hotels unpack your
suitcases for you. (www.luna2.
com; doubles from IDR66,93,500
or 32,000)

BEST FUSION

Mama San (www.mamasanbali.
com) is the little sister of the
better-known Sarong (www.
sarongbali.com). Top-notch
pan-Asian cuisine (think red
curry of duck with lychees;
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A deck at the COMO Shambhala Estate.
Opposite page, clockwise from top: a room
at Sandat Glamping Tents; the interior
of Mama San; the main bar at KU DE TA
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twice-cooked pork ribs with black beans, ginger
and soy) is served in a retro warehouse with a
1920s Shanghai theme. It’s spread out over two
floors and has air-conditioning—still a novelty in
this part of the world.

BEST GLAMPING

The owners of Sandat Glamping Tents, Bali’s
first foray into glamping territory, are Italian:
she’s a lawyer, he’s a tattoo artist. As if from
nowhere and out of nothing, they’ve created an
impressive set-up north of Ubud, in a pictureperfect valley of rice fields. Think pools, handcarved wooden furniture and Balinese art.
(www.glampingsandat.com; from IDR29,44,600
or 14,000)

BEST HUNTER-GATHERER EXPERIENCE

Stroll through the morning markets with Bumbu
Bali Cooking School and pick up armloads of fish,
vegetables and spices. Go back to a traditional
kitchen and spend the afternoon slicing, dicing
and simmering. Then devour the delicious
results. Do note that the classes are exceedingly
popular, so booking at least two months in
advance is recommended. (www.balifoods.com;
IDR12,71,300 or 6,000 per person with market
visit; only 14 participants per class)

BEST BEATS-PLUS-EATS
The introduction of a dress code has done
nothing to cramp anyone’s style at the Seminyak
institution, KU DE TA. The August parties are the
stuff of legend: there’s something on every night,

with highlights including the
Underwater Wonderland
Bikini Party and White
Party. The Indonesian fare
at Mejekawi, the restaurant
upstairs, is heaven. It has
five- and 12-course tasting
menus, which change every few
months. (www.kudeta.net)

banana-pancake cafés give way
to small temples and traditional
and contemporary galleries. If
you’re looking to buy, try modern
galleries such as Sika (www.
sikagallery.info) and Komaneka
(www.gallery.komaneka.com).
Nusantara (+62 361 971 798)
has Indonesian tribal art, and

PHOTOGRAPH: ANDREA CACOPARDI

BEST DIVING
If you want to get deep under
water, head to OK Divers,
in Padangbai. Apart from
multiple dive sites, you can
swim with sharks, turtles and
plenty of manta rays. (www.
okdiversbali.com)

BEST CREATIVE ZONE
Ubud is the art capital of
Bali, and down many of its
flower-strewn streets, the
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The rice terraces of
Tegalalang, north of Ubud
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BEST DESIGNER WEAR

French fashion designer Magali
Pascal (www.magalipascal.
com) waves her magic wand of
effortless style over everything
she creates. You’ll find chic
dresses, tops, pantsuits and more,
all in softly feminine fabrics like
silk and lace. On the other hand,
BIASA (www.biasabali.com) is
an old Seminyak favourite that
makes resort clothing for men
and women. There’s a range of
dresses, pants and shorts, but the
real stars are the fun, creatively
cut kaftans in circular shapes.

BEST VILLAS
In Bali, villas make total sense:
for the staff, the privacy, the
value for money. Elite Havens
(www.elitehavens.com; doubles
from IDR30,78,300 or 15,000)
offers gorgeous villas, with
bedrooms ranging from one
to nine. Maisonbulle (www.
maisonbullehomes.com; from
IDR1,99,710,000 or 9,60,450
per week) offers properties with
bags of character and style. And
in lush grounds a 45-minute
drive from Seminyak, Uma Wana
Prasta (www.luxurybaliestate.
com; from IDR24,000,000 or
1,15,000 for the entire villa;
minimum seven-night stay) is
perfect for parties: it has enough
space to host a bash for 200 in a
tropical garden and sleeps 14.

194

BEST SUPER-HEALTHY
CAFÉS
For everything healthy and
wholesome, it’s got to be the
green smoothies at Betelnut
Café in Batu Bolong (+62 821 4
6807 233). Or then, head across
to Batu Belig, where Watercress
Café (www.watercressbali.com),
known for its salads, roasted
vegetables and quiches, now does
dinner as well. The house salad
(sunflower, pumpkin and sesame
seeds toasted with soy sauce,
crispy tempeh, sweet corn and
leafy greens) is so good for you,
you’ll feel the need to achieve
balance by washing it down with
a Lemongrass Tart cocktail—a
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down the road, the eponymous
gallery of the late Jean-François
Fichot (www.jf-f.com) is great
for eclectic jewellery and home
décor. If you’re just looking,
be sure to visit the Neka Art
Museum (www.museumneka.
com) and the Puri Lukisan
(www.museumpurilukisan.com).
ARMA (www.armabali.com)
has an impressive collection
of works by Indonesian and
foreign artists. It is also home
to a cultural centre, that offers
classes in the crafts of batik
and woodcarving, as well as
traditional dance. Conveniently,
it also has a hotel (doubles from
IDR20,08,000 or 9,600).

refreshing concoction of gin,
lemongrass, lime, marmalade
and pomelo.

BEST FOR FAMILY FUN

The Bali Equestrian Centre is a
wonderful place for horseback
adventures. Apart from ponies
for kids and horses for adults,
there are day camps, village
tours for the entire family, even
a Sunday brunch. There’s a pool
and play area where parents can
keep an eye on their kids while
enjoying a meal at the restaurant.
All with lovely views of lush
rice fields. (www.baliequestrian
centre.com)

BEST YACHTS
Indonesia has more than 17,000
islands, so exploring them on a
boat makes sense. Certain hotel
groups have their own tours,
such as the Alila Purnama by
Alila (www.alilahotels.com;
doubles from IDR1,70,000,000
or 8,15,000) and the Amanikan
by Aman; do the seven-night tour,
through the Nusa Tenggara island
chain (www.amanresorts.com;
doubles from IDR4,16,000,000
or 20,00,000). Or charter the
Alexa by TALIKA OAZIA Private
Cruises, owned by designer
Veronika Blomgren (www.
alexaprivatecruises.com; from
IDR40,000,000 or 1,90,000
per night; minimum booking of
three nights).

Inside VIN+. Above: Room4Dessert.
Opposite page from top: Motel Mexicola;
a cocktail at Betelnut Café

BEST FOR A SWEET TOOTH
For the most delicious
croissants this side of the
Rive Gauche, head down side
roads in Canggu and Umalas
to Monsieur Spoon (www.
monsieurspoon.com). In Ubud,
Will Goldfarb, who launched the
restaurant at KU DE TA, has
opened Room4Dessert (www.
room4dessert.asia). Order the
Loneliness redux, a confection
made of feather-light cashew
sponge, soy-milk and cacao.

BEST CUSTOM RIDES
Whether you’re looking for
a customised motorbike, a
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surfboard with your own design or just coffee and
a bite of spicy Thai chicken, the guys at Deus Ex
Machina, an amazing space in Canggu, can sort you
out. (www.deuscustoms.com)

BEST TEXTILES

Threads of Life is a fair-trade gallery and shop
in Ubud that works directly with rural women
across Indonesia to make museum-quality textiles
and baskets. The idea behind the initiative is to
empower the women to create their own financial
security while preserving local crafts. (www.
threadsoflife.com)

BEST BRUNCH

Potato Head Beach Club (www.ptthead.com) is
built like the Colosseum and people party like
gladiators to the sounds of FatBoy Slim (the band
has even performed here). It’s vast but relaxed.
And your drink, designed by top mixologist Dré
Masso, promises to be excellent. Also, the panAsian Sunday brunch at Starfish Bloo at the W
Retreat & Spa Bali (www.starwoodhotels.com) is
pretty great, with a stunning ocean view.

BEST FRENCH FOOD

Sip Wine Bar, a brasserie in Seminyak, was started
by the late Christian Vannequé, star restaurateur
and sommelier. Sit on a banquette and enjoy
unpretentious French food and one of the best
wine lists on the island. (www.sip-bali.com)

BEST DINING SPACE

BEST MEXICAN FOOD

Motel Mexicola looks like it’s been airlifted in
from somewhere south of the border, with its zany
colour scheme. It’s totally bonkers, and a great place
to hang with amigos. (www.motelmexicolabali.com)

BEST NEIGHBOURHOOD CHANGER

The Fairmont Sanur Beach Bali has given this
sleepy corner of the southeastern coast a bit
of a wake-up call. The hotel’s use of space and
the minimal design are spectacular. You’ll get a
variety of cuisines, from island fare using local
ingredients to pan-Asian and, going further, the
flavours of Australia and the Pacific. The spa is so
good you’ll never want to leave—try the Balinese
Coffee Polish. (www.fairmont.com; doubles from
IDR40,11,600 or 19,250)

BEST LADIES’ (SURF) SCHOOL

Release your inner Gidget at Surf Goddess
Retreats. Created more than a decade ago as a way
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Above: Veronika
Blomgren, owner
of the Alexa, at
her home in Bali.
Opposite page:
the Alexa

of getting more women to get comfortable with the
traditionally male-dominated sport, it caters to all
levels from beginner to advanced, and offers yoga,
bicycling and a spa. Just no dudes—really. (www.
surfgoddessretreats.com)

BEST WINES

Next door to Motel Mexicola is VIN+, a large
bamboo structure which houses a bar and a
restaurant. There’s also a shop that stocks more than
18,000 bottles of fine wine from all over the world,
as well as spirits and an especially good selection of
sake. (+62 361 473 2377)

GETTING THERE
Fly Thai Airways (www.thaiairways.com. Stopover
in Bangkok) or Jet Airways (www.jetairways.com.
Stopover in Singapore) from major Indian cities. Indian
passport-holders are issued visas on arrival in Bali.
These are valid for 30 days and cost 2,200. Passports
must be valid for at least six months. Apply online for
transit visas to enter Singapore (www.ica.gov.sg),
which cost 1,400 and take a day or two to process
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The Merah Putih is a high-end Indonesian
restaurant with a serious international twist. The
cathedral-like building is an inspiration. So is the
beef shin ‘bak pao’. (www.merahputihbali.com)
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